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Construction underway for Renewable Natural Gas upgradeConstruction underway for Renewable Natural Gas upgrade

After three years of exploration, planning, and design, construction is underway for Renewable
Natural Gas facilities at our Regional Wastewater Treatment Plant. Equipment for processing
biogas is arriving and awaiting installation. Northwest Natural is constructing their Receipt Point
Facility as well as installing pipes to transfer gas from our plant to their connection point on
River Road.

The goal of this new system is to purify nearly 100% of biogas produced by our wastewater
treatment process into renewable natural gas that will be injected into Northwest Natural’s
system and used as vehicle fuel. This project replaces fossil fuels with clean vehicle fuel to
reduce greenhouse gas emissions. It also provides a revenue source for the treatment plant
and reduces waste by eliminating the need to flare biogas. The project sets the Metropolitan
Wastewater Management Commission (MWMC) apart, as a leader in the wastewater industry
nationwide, through our sustainable and fiscally responsible practices.

https:


Under the guidance of the MWMC, staff began investigating this option in 2017. After much
consideration and collaboration with stakeholders, it was determined to be in the best interests
of the Commission and its ratepayers to move forward with the production of renewable natural
gas for delivery into the Northwest Natural distribution system. 

This work is scheduled for completion in the spring/summer of 2021. Read more about this
project at our website's Renewable Natural Gas page. For more information please contact
Mark Van Eeckhout, or Sharon Olson.

Scenes from the construction siteScenes from the construction site

Did you know?Did you know?

A key environmental benefit of our Renewable Natural Gas project is a greenhouse gas
reduction of up to 7500 metric tons of CO2 annually from the wastewater treatment process.

There are more than 16,000 wastewater treatment plants in the U.S. and only 860 are reported
to use their biogas either by converting to electricity or renewable natural gas, so this project
puts us in special company.

COVID-19 update from the treatment plantCOVID-19 update from the treatment plant

At the Wastewater Treatment Plant, even during the current pandemic, staff continue
monitoring systems around the clock, every day of the year.

For us it’s always dirty water in and clean water out and all systems have been and are running
smoothly. Our priority is the health of the Willamette River, which receives our effluent. We
continue to release water that’s as clean, if not cleaner, than the river itself.

http://www.mwmcpartners.org/capital-improvements/rng/
mailto:mvaneeckhout@springfield-or.gov
mailto:SOlson@eugene-or.gov


Our staff at the plant, like employees everywhere, are following recommended health and
hygiene practices such as physical distancing, wearing masks and other personal protective
equipment, washing hands, and covering coughs. We installed a Plexiglas barrier at the front
counter and staff work remotely when possible. Facilities, equipment, and vehicles are regularly
sanitized.

All this effort keeps our staff safe and ensures the water keeps flowing. We are glad to be of
service, cleaning your water and protecting the health of our river!
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